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SCHOHARIE — Jurors in Cal Harris’
murder trial deliberated just 21⁄2 hours
Wednesday — and once again left for
the day without reaching a verdict.

After spending their 10th day of de-
liberations behind closed doors, jurors
went home because of one member’s
medical appointment. They will recon-
vene Thursday morning in Schoharie
County Court. 

Deliberations have totaled 431⁄2
hours since jurors were handed the
case.

The jury of seven men and five
women must decide whether the prose-
cution proved beyond a reasonable
doubt that Cal Harris, 53, of Spencer,
intentionally killed his estranged wife,
Michele Harris.

Michele Harris was 35 when she dis-
appeared Sept. 11, 2001. Neither her
body nor a murder weapon has ever
been found.

This is the third trial for Cal Harris,
who faces a charge of second-degree
murder. Two previous convictions
were overturned.

The jurors in this trial have twice de-
clared they are deadlocked in their de-
cision, but both times, Judge George
Bartlett has urged them to continue de-
liberating until they can reach a unani-
mous verdict. 

Tioga County District Attorney Kirk

Short
day, no
Harris
verdict

ReporterAnthony Borrelliwill be
covering the Cal Harris trial in Schoharie
County. Go to ithacajournal.com
for an archive of podcast discussions of
the trial with his editors.
Follow@PSBABorrelli on Twitter and
for themost updated information visit
ithacajournal.com.

Jury will continue
deliberations for
11th day Thursday
ANTHONY BORRELLI
ABORRELLI@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM
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Other recent trials with long deliberations.

See HARRIS, Page 6A

Students in Ithaca High School art
teacher Jackie Richardson’s sculpture
class were recently tasked with solving
a problem — gravity — with art. 

Given limited supplies of only tape,
newspaper and wire, they were encour-
aged to create a standing 4-foot struc-
ture. 

“The challenge is to take this materi-
al with no structural integrity on its own
and make it stand up,” said visiting local
sculptor Ann Reichlin. 

The spring project was part of an Ith-
aca Public Education Initiative Red and
Gold Grant awarded to Richardson and
Reichlin. Red and Gold Grants are one-
time awards of up to $500 for projects
that enrich learning in the Ithaca City
School District. 

“The purpose of this project is to in-
troduce the idea that making art often

responds to a problem that needs to be
solved,” Richardson and Reichlin stated
in their grant application, which also in-
cluded the second purpose of introduc-
ing the idea of limitation. “Creative so-
lutions are often triggered by narrow-
ing the options that one has to work
with.” 

While students wrapped, rolled and
curled newspaper into various shapes
and sizes, Reichlin encouraged them to
experiment.

“No one is going to judge you,” she
said. “It’s something that can be done in
a spontaneous way. It’s the element of
surprise that makes it interesting to do
this.” 

One student’s structure resembled a
pinwheel, while others looked like ver-
sions of cubes, pyramids and towers. 

In the final phase of the program, stu-
dents developed their structures using
plaster gauze, editing and transforming
them in the process. 

Reichlin noted that this underscores
the third objective of the project, that
students learn that often “artists begin
an artwork with a simple premise and
then tease out and develop the potential
of that idea as they go along.” 

“It was wonderful to see my students
respond to the visual challenge that was
presented to them,” Richardson said.
“Inspired by Ann’s work, students cre-
ated individual sculptures where only
size and material parameters were giv-
en. Work evolved into architectural and
organic forms.” 

While the grant program focused on
the idea of structure, creative process,
abstraction and scale, it also included a
presentation by Reichlin about her ca-
reer as an artist.

Heather Zimar is a member of the
Ithaca Public Education Initiative
public relations committee and an
Ithaca City School District parent.
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Ithaca High School freshman Thea Clarkberg adds height to her newspaper sculpture during an art class project.

IHS STUDENTS TRY
TO DEFY GRAVITY 
Ithaca Public Education Initiative funds sculpture project
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WAVERLY — A national animal rights
group has filed a complaint against a
Waverly-based company that breeds
dogs and cats specifically for research
purposes.

The complaint was filed after U.S.
Department of Agriculture inspections
turned up several violations of the Ani-
mal Welfare Act, including the deaths
of two dogs that were being transported
to a research facility.

Liberty Research Inc., which has
been in existence for more than 40
years and located in Waverly since
1989, said all of the issues raised in the
USDA reports have been corrected and
that Liberty has a good track record of
properly treating its animals.

Stop Animal Exploitation NOW, an
animal rights group based in Milford,

Ohio, filed a complaint with the USDA
seeking a federal fine and the termina-
tion of Liberty’s license as an animal
breeder.

A USDA inspection report dated
March 27, 2014, details an incident in
which one dog died due to poor ventila-
tion during transport to a facility in

Michigan, while a second dog had to be
euthanized upon arrival.

The report noted the transport ken-
nels carrying 43 dogs were packed in a
way that impeded normal air flow. The
back walls of the transport kennels
were covered with clear plastic, further
preventing adequate circulation of air,
the report said.

“Obviously, the violations we’ve seen
are very serious,” said Michael Budkie,
executive director of Stop Animal Ex-
ploitation Now. “Any time a facility like
this can’t even transport animals safely
they are clearly incapable of working
with animals in a way that doesn’t kill
them. 

“When you are so careless that the
transportation enclosures cause ani-
mals to suffocate, obviously this facil-
ity should not be allowed to work with 

Animal rights group targets Waverly company
JEFF MURRAY
JMURRAY@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM
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Liberty Research Inc. is the subject of a
complaint filed by an animal rights group.

See ANIMALS, Page 4A

Another 21 protesters were
arrested Wednesday at the gates
of Crestwood Midstream Part-
ners in the Town of Reading, in-
cluding filmmaker Josh Fox, We
Are Seneca Lake said.

The protesters were taken
into custody, charged with tres-
passing and released, the or-
ganization said. None of the pro-
testers have been arrested pre-
viously as part of the civil dis-
obedience campaign organized
in opposition to plans by Crest-
wood to expand methane gas
storage, the group said.

The Schuyler County Sher-
iff’s Office confirmed there

were arrests but said the paper-
work was still being processed
and would not be done in time to
confirm the number of arrests
or the names of those arrested.

Fox wrote and directed “Gas-
land,” an Academy Award-
nominated documentary film
that focuses on communities af-
fected by hydraulic fracturing
for natural gas.

Follow Ray Finger on Twitter
@SGRayFinger.

Filmmaker Josh Fox among 21
protesters arrested at Crestwood
RAY FINGER
RFINGER@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM

Filmmaker Josh Fox
was among 21
protesters arrested
at Crestwood
Midstream
Partners.

The funding and administration for
the City of Ithaca flower van program
was incorrect in an article on Page 3A
Wednesday because of misinformation
from Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Tompkins County. The program is
funded by the Tompkins County Tour-
ism Program and administered by the
Tompkins County Chamber of Com-
merce.

The Journal attempts to correct errors
in its news columns. To report a need
for a correction or clarification, call
274-9261 weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.

CORRECTION
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Third Tuesday Gathering
A community for those touched by cancer
This is not a formal support group. It’s an informal monthly get-
together to meet others and be part of  a community. Individuals 

with cancer, friends & family welcome.

Next gathering: Tuesday, May 19, 5:30 - 7:00pm.

Cancer Resource Center
OF THE FINGER LAKES


