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Caroline School Gears Up for New Year

By Patricia Brhel

If you think you've seen more
youngsters in Caroline, you're not
imagining things. Tim McDonald,
principal of Caroline Elementary
School, s excited to be starting
another school year and adding
three more classrooms to his
responsibilities, including a new
Kindergarten and new first grade
classroom, bringing the total of
@ach to four

“We'll also be doing Singapore
Math and working witha new liter-
acy framework,” he says. “Thanks
to the leadership of Dr. Brown,
superintendent of schools, we're
trying new methods and hoping to
be even more effective at teaching
our children. We used to teach ina
spiraling manner, introducing con-
cepts and then coming back to them
several times throughout the
school year or semester. Now we’'ll
be staying with a single concept
until we're sure that it's mastered
before going on to the next higher
one.”

McDonald notes that the school
1$ using a common-core curricu-
lum, a plan which was developed
and promoted by a number of
teachers throughout the district.

“With our outdoor classroom
we’ll be creating sclence lessons
based on what the children actually
experlence as they study in our
back vard,” he says.

Thanks to an Ithaca Public
Eduocation Initdative (IPEI) grant,
two teachers, Whitney Antczak and
Bob Graham, with guidance from
Jon Raimon from Lehman
Alternative Community School,
started a garden just behind the

school. By Integrating sclence,
math and language development
with hands on experience, we
expect that the children will better
retain what they are taught, the
principal says.

IPEI is a separate 501(c)3 organi-
zatlon formed to raise money and
provide teachers and schools with
the extras that have too often been
cut from the school district budget.
McDonald says, “Thanks to IPEI,
this year by October we expect to
have an I.pod lab that will allow
children the opportunity to
enhance thelr education by explor-
ing new options with technology to
add to their classroom experience. 3

Wealready have an 8 k-pod mini lab, 2

but this will allow more children to 2
participate, We'll also be acquiring
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speech coaches and a literacy £

acquisition coach so that all chil
dren can learn to communicate
effectively”

School secretary Janet Gordinier
adds, regarding IPEI, “Most of our
fleld trips last year were also fund-
ed by them.” Gordinler, in the tradi-
tion of the best school secretaries,
keeps track of everything that hap-
pens in Caroline Elementary.

While McDonald talks she's put-
ting together staff directories,
directing traffic down the newly
waxed halls, helping new students
and their parents with enrollment,
accepting job applications, digging
out phone numbers, paging other
staff members who might have
information a reporter needs and
otherwise working to keep the
entire bullding functioning.

Antczak is happy to show off the
garden, which despite a summer of
little tending 1s still producing veg-
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Whiteey Antczak holds cherry tomatoes from the Caroline Elementary School garden.

etables, herbs and flowers. “We did-
n't have a lot of time to put it
together, as we started just last
May,” she explains. “Even then,
though, we worked a lot of what we
were doing into our classroom
learning. For instance, we planted
the three sisters, corn, beans and
squash, and talked about the Native
Americans and the Iroquols federa-
tion. We worked math, science and
writing skills into the classroom
and the students loved working in
the garden. They dug up the sod to

make it happen. IPEI mld for the

fencing and some seeds.”
Nancy Helm, director of the non-
profit Caroline After School

Program (CASP), 1s, like Gordinjer,
working to keep a lot of things
gzoing all at once. “We've had par-
ents wait until the last minute to

ask if we have space, and right now
we don't, we have a waiting list.
Fortunately, most of those parents
do have alternatives and I'm work-
Ing with the rest, adjusting sched-
ules and trying to make things
work. We don’t have the extra
space, even if we had the staffing,
to add more children,

She adds, “It’s going to be a good
year. We're starting out with &0
children age Kindergarten through
fifth grade. We'll be doing the usual
arts and crafts this year along with
cooking and baking, science experi-
ments and nature, sewing, working
in our perennial flower garden,
multi cultural projects, music,
drama, language clubs, outside play
time and of course time to just
hang out with friends. This year
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