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IPEI believes the education
of every student in the
ICSD is enhanced through
community connections
and support that IPEI
facilitates for students
and teachers through
engagement, collaboration,
gifts, and grants
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Find us on @IthacaPEI,
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Things are

happening!
Ithaca Public Education Initiative

IPEI’s grants this year showcase the
talents of ICSD teachers, connect
schools with community partners,
and engage students in learning
beyond the classroom.
We are excited when we
see students learning and
maturing with the care and
support of great teachers.
Matt Braun, President

Grants Awarded in Three Rounds
IPEI has announced the grants awarded during the three rounds of 2016-17 applications
by teachers and others working with Ithaca
City School District students.
Steve Manley, executive director of IPEI,
remarked: “The level of excitement in the
Grants Committee meeting was palpable
as we envisioned innovative work in ICSD
classrooms. We are so proud to support of
the teachers of the ICSD!”
According to Grants Committee Chair
Connie Patterson, “Over $51,124 was
allocated for 14 Teacher Grants, 45 Red
and Gold Grants, and 2 Connecting
Classrooms Grants.”
IPEI’s grants programs are funded by gifts
made by generous individuals, businesses
and foundations. This includes $30,000 raised
by the 19th Annual Adult Spelling Bee.
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Trash to Treasure
Children’s author Brian Yanish visited all eight ICSD elementary schools, holding workshops and assemblies organized
by the school librarians and designed to inspire technological ingenuity and environmental activism.
Yanish recently wrote a recycled art activity book
ScrapKins: Junk Re-thunk in which he helps children imagine
the possibilities of making
things with everyday
recyclable objects. “Our
intention is that the
Scrapkins program will
inspire our students in a
universally accessible way,
and support the Makerspaces in our libraries,”
said Sarah Jones, librarian
at South Hill Elementary.
ICSD’s Makerspaces
provide opportunities
for hands-on creative
projects in libraries
and exploration of new technology tools, apps and programs. “Through our experiences as librarians working
with all grade levels in our elementary schools, we can
see that our students need opportunities
to problem solve, create and revise.”

Photos from top: Community partner
Lisa Tsetse uses movement and dance
to open the minds of our youngest
students; Middle: Brian Yanish in a
workshop; Right: a creation made in
the Makerspace.

Check out all of our grants at ipei.org/grants

Grants ...

Grants...
Twenty Years of Connecting
School and Community

The Ithaca Public Education Initiative was incorporated as
a not-for-profit with 501(c)(3) status in 1996 to
facilitate access to our community’s resources that can
help ensure the success of district students. IPEI volunteers, board members and staff support teachers and
community members seeking to enhance the education of
every student.
This mission remains manifest in IPEI’s original and
ongoing program: grants for teachers and others fund innovative and creative educational projects often involving
a community partner and that cannot be funded through
tax dollars. Between 1996 and 2016, IPEI made
1,700 grants and awards totaling approximately $1.6
million, due to the community’s generous support!
In addition, IPEI has sought to foster school and community connections by creating additional programs,
collaborations, affiliates, and initiatives.
IPEI’s third decade will
engage a new generation
“ IPEI is at the core of our
of local volunteers and
district’s capacity for innocommunity partners to
vation and initiatives.
continue the mission by
We are who we are because
increasing opportunities
of IPEI.”
throughout the ICSD.
Luvelle Brown,
Jennifer Engel (forICSD Superintendent
mer IPEI President)
expressed, “The possibilities are endless! As IPEI turns 20, we can think about
‘what’s next?’
and how to continue our role
making sure
that education in Ithaca is the
			
very best it can be.”

“Building Cross Cultural Communication
and Community, One Ping Pong Game at
a Time” was a Teacher Grant with great
outcomes for the ENL (English as a New
Language) students and their families.

Code Red Robotics
Reached World
Championships
Code Red Robotics competed
in the FIRST (For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and
Technology) World Championships for the fourth time in the
past five years, advancing after
winning a regional competi
tion. Code Red is a student-led
robotics team from Ithaca High guided by
teachers and community mentors. They learn
about technology, engineering, leadership,
and more. Each year, along with 3,000 other
high school FIRST teams, Code Red builds a
robot to compete in a game-like challenge—
this year’s challenge included acquiring gears
and placing them on pegs, shooting wiffleballs into goals for points, and catching a hanging rope before climbing about five feet in the
air. Code Red is an associate member of the IPEI
affiliate, the IthacaSTEM
Advocates. It receives great
community support, and
gives back by volunteering
at many community events
and helping run elementary
school LEGO League teams.
You can follow the team on
Facebook and Twitter,
or on their website,
www.team639.org.

DeWitt
sixth-graders
developed their
presentation
skills during the
“Connecting
Classrooms Grant:
Communicating
Science through
Exhibits and
Demonstrations”.

A Night at Boynton’s
Museum: Boynton Principal
Jeff Tomasik shared about
the students’ experience
at the Johnson Museum,
“I know they enjoyed touching actual artifacts and
replicas of relics. It was
significant that they were
at a real museum, and they
were going to create their
own just a few weeks later.”

New Memorial Scholarship
Honors Yan Wang ‘05
Friends and family of Yan Wang ’05 established
a Memorial Scholarship Fund to honor his
amazing life and career. His interests in STEM
(Science Technology Engineering Math) started
while at DeWitt Middle School participating in
the school’s Technology Student Association club
and grew through Code Red Robotics and at MIT.
This fund aims to enrich STEM education for
future generations of Ithaca students and award
Code Red seniors. The first award was presented
at IHS’ Senior Award Ceremony on June 8.

A grant awarded to Kelly Craft,
PreK teacher at BJM, titled
“Food glorious food” adds to the
yearly KDT trip for all ICSD PreK
classrooms. During the KDT
museum visit, Susan Zehnder
discusses a piece by American
painter Marsden Hartley, titled
“Still life with bread, fish
and lily” 1928. The next
week Susan visited each
classroom as a guest
artist to guide the class
in a multi-sensory
project to shape, bake,
smell and taste their
own bread.

Trail Talks Added to
KDT! Ithaca
Kids Discover the Trail! Ithaca has expanded
to include Trail Talks, a series of fliers sent
home with students after each KDT! trip
designed to encourage family conversations.
“The questions were constructed to let
parents know the kinds of activities that
were happening at each site,” said Janie
Clark, a retired ICSD teacher and consultant
to KDT! Ithaca, who helped design the fliers
along with Discovery Trail educators and
classroom teachers. “Data shows that there
is an increase in motivation and success in
school when parents and caregivers reinforce their child’s learning.”
There is a Trail Talks flier for every grade
level, Pre-K-Grade 5, with a summary of
the KDT! activities and four or five relevant
questions. For example, the fifth-grade
handout about experiences with the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology includes these conversation starters for parents: “I hear you were
a ‘Citizen Scientist’ at the Lab. Tell me how
you collected data. Tell me something you
discovered in any of
the four habitats.”

Spelling Bee
founder
Ralph Jones
was honored
as “King Bee”!

ICSD Music Education Recognized
The Ithaca City School District received
the 2016 NYSSMA® Presidential
Citation Award for music. One of two
school districts honored with this
distinguished award this year, it is given
to districts that act as models for music
education programs in New York State
and provide a well-rounded music
program at all levels. ICSD has been
building the music program over the
last five years such that student participation is up over 120 percent.
“There has been an increase in the
outreach to our community,” said
David Brown, ICSD Director of Fine and
Performing Arts. “Music education is
available to everyone. Anyone who can’t
afford a musical instrument is provided

one by the district. We have one
of the strongest collaborators in the
Fine Arts Booster Group (FABG). That’s
why we are getting this award—because
of the initiatives, teaching, and collaborations. I would like to thank all of the
music faculty and staff that made this
recognition possible.”
FABG, an affiliate of IPEI, works in partnership with the ICSD to advocate, support
and celebrate all the arts for all the kids.
The Fine Arts Boosters strive for increased
student access and participation, and for
equity in the arts programs. The boosters
believe the arts—music, dance and visual,
literary and theater arts—are a central part
of every child’s public school education.
Learn more at www.fabgithaca.org.

High quality student performances
are enhanced with grant support.

Grants!
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This year, IPEI has made 61 grants
totaling $51,124 to ICSD classrooms
and schools in support of innovative
education and to connect classrooms
to our community.
Learn more inside!
or visit www.ipei.org

Greetings from IPEI!

Honor Teachers and Staff

Ithaca’s school district is home to teachers
who crave the connections between their
students and Ithaca’s community and who
seek out exciting ways to make learning
meaningful for their classes.
IPEI is honored to connect Ithaca’s
school district with a generous and
involved community.
I am proud to present to you some
of the educational opportunities IPEI
supported during this school year.

Improving classroom education improves the overall
life of a community, and I
am proud to share our work
with you. Support in IPEI makes you
a part of this work and its successful
outcomes.
I hope you enjoy these stories of
IPEI and ICSD’s success. Thank you.
Steven Manley, Executive Director

IPEI Connecting School & Community
I / we pledge $ __________

____________________________________________________________________

You may designate your gift to
one or more IPEI Programs:

____________________________________________________________________

$ _________ Wherever the need
is greatest
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m
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$ _________ Fine Arts Booster Group
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$ _________ IHS Class of 2017
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$ _________ Grants

Check if you wish to remain anonymous.
Monthly gift $__________
My employer _______________________ will match my gift.

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD

m Mastercard m Visa Amount $________
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Donate online at ipei.org/support-us

IPEI encourages parents and
others to show appreciation for
their students’ teachers and school
staff. This spring’s effort began
with IPEI’s Giving is Gorges community campaign and continues.
For 20 years, IPEI has recognized the key role that ICSD
teachers and staff play by empowering them with grants so they can
innovate while connecting school
and community. These connections have been shown to enhance
education for all students and to
increase student engagement.
At the end of the school year
or at graduation, a gift to IPEI is a
special way to say thank you. It’s
as easy as indicating on an IPEI gift
form envelope or online that you
wish to make a gift “in honor of”.
A message will be sent to the staff
member(s) recognized by your
gift(s). Staff retirements are also
excellent times for such tributes.
Gifts can be designated for “wherever the need is greatest”; to the
Senior Class Gift Fund; or to IPEI
grants, programs or affiliates.

